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DRAFT AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (cutrently amended) A camming mechanism in combmatjon with a pak i> f 
5 yiesting, dida^>lY rekti^eyleevg memly^rs fo r maintaining a ptcdetemiined spacing between $aid pair 
3 of S^gq^e mrmbery, said .^leev^ members incfading a first sleeve haTring an outct longinidinally 
^ extending waU surface and a second sleeve membet having an inner longitudinally extending wall 
^ surfece laterally spaced from said outer wall surface, said camming mechanism comprising: 

CiO * longitudinally extending guide rail secured- to one of said sleeve members, said 

^ guide rail having oppositely disposed, pataUel camming guide surfaces; and 

a pair of oppositely disposed spaced apart cam followets, each of said cam foUowets 
being in longitudinally guiding contact with a respective one of said parallel cam surfaces, 
wherein .^atd comhinfltion is capiM^ ff^UPPfttt^^ g at leaat IQQ pounds . 

2. (original) The camming mechanism according to claim 1 wherein said cam 
followers are totatably secured to the othet of said sleeve members. 

3- (original) The camming mechanism according to claim 1 further comptising 
second pair of cam followers having at least one of said second pair of cam foUowers 
longimdinally guiding contact widi said respective one of said parallel guide surfeces. said second 
pair of cam followers longimdinally spaced apart from said first paix of cam followers. 

4. (original The camming mechanism according to claim 1 wherein said guide rail is 
aadally aligned widi said one of said sleeve members. 

5. (cuirendy amended) A support column for an examination table for supporting a 
parifiOI having an adjustable height, said column comprising: 

at least two nesting sleeve sections, said sleeve sections being slidablc relative to one 

anoAer; 

means for maintaining a predetermined spacing between an adjacent paix of said 
nesting sleeve sections, said means comprising: 

at least one longimdinally extending guide rail secured to one of said adjacent sleeve 
sections, said guide rail having oppositely disposed parallel guiding cam surfeces; 

ac least one pair of oppositely disposed spaced apart cam followers being 
longimdinally in guiding contact with a respective one of said paralH cam surfaces, said cam 
followers supported by die other of said adjacent sleeve sections; and 

means for sliding said sleeve sections relative to one another 

wherein said column i s capable q f giippnrftn ^ said patienr. 



PA(£2f4'KVDAT1llf12Q00510;33:20 AM [Eastern D^^^^ 



10/1??S006*09:45 FAX 282 783 1211 RKM 121003 

Serial No. 10/674.278 
Page 2 of 3 
^ For Discussion 1 0/ 1 2/2Q06 

O 6. (origina]) The support column according to claim 5 whereia said each of said 

^* adjacent nesting sleeve sections includes surfaces, said surfeces facing surfeces of the other of said 

^ adjacent sleeve, said facing sut&ces defining a polygonal spaced relationship, said feeing surfaces 

^ supporting said spacing means. 

7. (odginal) The column according to claim 6 wherein each of said nesting sleeves is 
^ rectangular in shape, 

y,, 8. (original) The column according to claim 5 wherein said sliding means comprises 

ffv a linear acmator. 

^ 9- (original) The column according to claim 5 further comprising a second pair of 

oppositely disposed spaced apart cam followers being in longitudinally guiding contact with a 
respective one of said parallel guide surfaces, said second pair of cam followers ladtudinally spaced 
apart from said first pair of cam followers. 

10. (currently amended) An adjustable examination table for suppoffl n g a patient 

comprising: 

a support table; 

a stationary base; and 

an adjustable height column, said cohunn comprising: 

a plurality of sleeve sections, said sleeve sections slidably, nestingl3r connected to one 
anodier, one of said sleeve sections attached to said stationary base, another of said sleeve sections 
attached to said support table; 

at least one longimdinafly eactcnding guide rail secured to one of said sleeve sections, 
said guide rail having oppositely disposed parallel guide surfaces; 

at least one pair of oppositely disposed spaced apart cam followers bdng 
longimdinally in guiding contact with a respective one of said parallel guide surfaces; and 

means for sliding said sleeve sections relative to one another, 

wherfti'n f ygty^^pation t^hl e is capable of supporting said patient . 

11. (original) The table according to claim 10 further comprising a second pair of 
oppositely disposed spaced apart cam followers being in longitudinally guiding contact with a 
respective one of said parallel guide surfaces, said second pair of cam followers latimdinally spaced 
apart from said first pair of cam followers, said second pair of cam followers providing support for a 
patient on said support table. 
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12. (onginal) The table according to claim 11 providing up to at least 450 pounds 
support for said patient in a candlev'ered position. 

13. (previously presented) The table according to claim 10 wherein at least one of 
said at least one longitudinally extending guide rails is seemed to one of each nesting pair of said 
sleeve sections, said cam followers are rotatably connected to other of said nesting pair of said sleeve 
sections. 

14. (original) The table according to daim 10 wherein said sliding means comprises 
at least one linear actuator. 

Q 15. (otiginaQ The table according to daim 1 3 wherein said column furdier compri^ 

^ a lower sleerve section, a middle sleeve section, and an upper sleeve section, 

^ said lower sleeve section attached to said base, 

^ said upper sleeve section attached to said support table, and 

J ■ 

^ said middle sleeve section located between said lower sleeve section and said upper 

sleeve section, said tniddle sleeve section having an inner wall and an outer wall, at least one of said 
guide tails attached to said inner wall and at least one of said guide rails attached to said outer walL 
CO 16- (original) The table according to claim 15 wherein the height is adjustable within 

fQ a range of at least more than 19 mches. 

17. (origiml) The table according to claim 16 wherein the height is adjustable within 
a range of at least about 23 inches. 

18. (original) The table according to daim 16 wherein the height is adjustable to a 
maximum hei^t of at least 39 inches and a tninimum height of at least bdow 20 inches. 
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